
 

 

Overview: 

The Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities (OACBHA), the Ohio Department of 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives 

(GOFBCI), and Cardinal Health have teamed up to help ten Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental 

Health (ADAMH) Boards coordinate the development of Opiate Task Forces in areas currently 

battling the opiate epidemic.  These Task Forces will work to coordinate the efforts of medical, 

treatment, law enforcement, and community relations partners to combat the opiate and heroin 

addiction crisis confronting Ohio.  

 

Funding support from the Governor’s Faith-Based Office will make adult mentoring and family stability 

services available to individuals and families who can benefit from them.   

 

Community Opiate Task Force Sites:  

Ten ADAMH Boards will be funded to develop new community coalitions.  These Boards were 

selected because they were identified as having the highest rates of accidental overdose deaths in 

one or more of their counties. The following Board areas will receive technical assistance and 

funding: 

 Adams/Lawrence/Scioto  

 Allen/Auglaize/Hardin  

 Athens/Hocking/Vinton  

 Brown  

 Gallia/Jackson/Meigs  

 Marion/Crawford  

 Montgomery  

 Paint Valley 

(Ross/Fayette/Highland/Pickaway/Pike)  

 Stark  

 Trumbull  

 

Local Task Force Members:  

Local Task Forces will be led by the ADAMH Boards and will be made up of individuals/organizations 

with an interest in addressing the opiate issues in their community. The following is a list of suggested 

participants:  
 

 ADAMH Board representative (Lead)  

 Local provider agencies  

 County Sheriff’s Department 

representative  

 Local hospital representatives  

 Local Judge  

 County prosecutor  



 
 

 
 

 Health Commissioner/Public health 

representative  

 Local medical/pharmaceutical/dental 

practitioners  

 School Superintendent  

 County Commissioner  

 Faith Community  

 Local print, radio, and television media  

 Family Member  

 Individual in Recovery 

 Family and Children First member  

 

The Task Forces will engage the communities to develop and pursue a unified goal, coordinate 

strategies, and pool resources. They will coordinate and facilitate local community 

prevention/education, as well as professional education for doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, 

home health practitioners, and other health professionals. Task Forces will also establish fatal 

overdose review committees.  

The Learning Collaborative:  

Each local task force will have a representative on a Learning Collaborative to be coordinated by 

OACBHA. This Learning Collaborative will include a representative from each Board that has a local 

Task Force in place, regardless of whether they receive the current grant.  OACBHA will host 

quarterly meetings of the Learning Collaborative to provide technical assistance and a forum for Task 

Force members to join together to further the local and statewide efforts to address the opiate 

epidemic.  

 

OACBHA will create educational materials (written, CD, and DVD) to be distributed and utilized by 

local Task Forces for educational activities, as well as posted on the OACBHA and ODADAS 

websites.  

 

  


